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LETTER FROM MAJO§ DOWNING.
Letter qf!mm_u_mm Pierce aid
. Cabinet.

d Oasrenp, OcToRER 28, 1854,

Dear GiNerAL: We are all prowlin round here,
and duing the best we can, though we haint made
out to fetch matters to o head yot; but I guess we
are in o pretty fait way for it. Our team’s got grit
enough, and, by jingn, they'll haul the load they
hiteh on to, or else somethin’s got to give way. Mr.
Buckanan and Mr. Mason isn’t quite spry enough ;
they are a little on the old fogy fashion, and not
always ready to come up to the seratch; but

- with Mr. Sickles spurrin up on one side, and Mr.

Banders spurrin on tother side, and Mr. Sou
drivin up behind, we make out to got & pretty
out of them sometimes. We've got things so
ar ahead here that Mr. Sickles and Mr. Sanders
thinks I better write & despateh to yon and the
Cabinet to home and give you some instructions
how to go on.
I mﬁ? you what 'tis, Gineral, (when I call you
Gineral I sometimes conamost feel as if T was writin
to Gineral Jacksonagain’;) Isay, Gineral, I'll tell you
whet ’tis, them three 8's (Sickles, Sanders, and
Souley) are the three smartest chaps that ever
growed in North America. They make Europe
stan round, and no mistake. Mr. Souley holds.old
Bg:iln between his thumb and finger, and whisks her
about jest as he's a mind to, Queen and all; Mr.
Sanders lays down the Democratic law to Ffance,
and stans a %::ty fair chance to be chose Pregident
of the new French Republic after Napoleon
out; and as for old John Bull, T'll be uﬁ
if I think the eritter dares to stir an inch while
Sickles holds him by the horns. -
- 1 suppose you've seen’ them letters—how Mr.
Sickles snubbed Peabody, the merchant-
banker, about the 4th of July dinner. Capital,
wasn't it? Ye sce, Mr. Peabody gin a 4th of Ju-
ly dinner.  He's always doing' sich things, or giv-
ing money away for somethin or other; for they
say he’s got money enough to buy a kingdom.
all, he invited Mr. Sickles to come and jine the
rest of us and have a good set down. But, ye see,
Mr. Peabody didn’t know how much patriotism and

- real Demveratic grit there wag stowed away in Mr.

Bickles's breast'; he had no idea o’'nt; and that was
the rock he split on. You'll hardly believe me,
Gineral, when I gay it, but it's a fact, Mr. Peabody
had Englishmen there to help eat that dinner! It's
a melancholy«fact, but it's true. If he had had half
a table full of cannibals we could all a stood it and
fit our way through ; but Mr. Sickles couldn’t stand
Englishmen, He had too much Democratic blood
in him for that. . To mix up Democrats and Eng-
lishmen at the same table was awful. But that

- wasn’t the worst of it. When Mr. Sickles got there

he couldn’t hardly helieve his own eyes; for there
was &4 portrait of the Queen hing right up in the
ssme room with Gineral Washington ! Wasn’t
that o stumper?  No wonder Mr. gickies's, Demo-
cratic blood biled over. But that wasn’t the worst
of it. When they come to give the toasts, they
toasted the Queen! The rest of the folks stood up
to drink the toast, but Mr. Sieckles grit his'teeth
and sot down as hard as a thowsand of brick ; and
ho felt so disgusted he couldn’t eat znother mouth-
ful. And when the music, to increase the insult,
struck up “God save the Queen,” Mr. fickles took
his hat and marched out. T%ere was spunk that
Young America ought to be proud of! That Mr.
Buckanan did’nt take his hat and march out too
only shows that he’s an old fogy.

We've held our Congress, and got things in a
middling good ‘train, though, as I said hefore, we
haint brnu%ht. matters quite to a head yet. Weo
managed better than your Congress does. We
didn’t stop to make so many long-winded speeches,
but talk ﬁiht to the pint, and got through ina
fow days. The members chose me President of the
Congress the first thing ; for they said I was near-
est akin to Gineral Jackson of any of ’em, and the
honor belonged to me ; o T had to take the cheer.
I returned thanks for the honor of course, and then
procceded to business. I beginned by callin for the
repoc{ts of the committees that had the business in
hand afore we met.

I called for the report on England first, out
of respect to her being our venerable old mo-
ther. DMr. Sickles, who was the head of that com-
mittee, reported that John Bull was an obstinate
old fogy, and he had found it very hard to make
any impression upon him. The people all seemed
to be tied to the Queen’s apron strings, and did’nt
appear to care no more about Democracy than a
horse does about his grandfather. Still he had
faith to believe that they could be made to take
it, and when the time comes he was ready to off
coat and roll up his sleeves and whip it into "em.
[Cheers.]

Upon the question of accepting Mr. Sickles’s re-
port, Mr. Buchonan rose and snid he objected to
the term old fogy ; he never did like the term, and
he thought it would do more hurt than good in the
report, and he moved that it be struck out. Mr.
Banders said no; that was the very cream of the
report, and he objected to its being struck out.
It wag then put to vote, and Mr. Buckanan and
Mr. Mason voted to strike it out and therest voted
to keep it in ; so old fogy stands in the report by
a strong majority. '

I then uilmi for the report on France.

, Mr. Sanders made a long report; but the sub-
stance was that the Democratic in France
wasn't quite ripe enough toharvest. cl.ﬁltpolcon had
filled the people’s heads so full of the Eastern war
and glory that they could’nt think of nothin else.
But, said Mr. SBanders,  there’s a good time comin,
boys ; wait a little longer.” [Cheers.]

Mr. Sanders’s report was unanimously accepted,
‘with a proviso that, while we had to waita little
longer, we shouldn’t stop working, but keep stirrin
round n:lt: trying to get up n muss somehow as soon
as i

then called for the report on Spain.

Mr. Souley rose, with fire in his eye and honey
and thunder on his tongue. He reported that if
there was any sich thing as getting sunbeams out of
a cowcumber he could do it ; and he had come
posky near kindlin the flame of Democracy from
one cud of Spain to tother. He had churned the
eream of Spanish Democracy, and churned it well,
and the butter n to come and swim on the top
of the buttermilk, and he thought for awhile the
bisness was done ; but when he looked into the
churn aguin, to his amazement the witcheraft of
despotisu: had got the upper hand, and the butter
was all meltin back n into the buttermilk.
But, says he, as true as Jackson flogged the British
at New Orleans, I'll have a red-hot horse-shoe be-
fore long to put into that churn, and then butter
must come. [Cheers.] - -

8o you see, Gineral, how things is over here.
We can't do much jost m ut you may depend on
it there is great times ahead. me and Mr. Marcy
and the rest must hold on and try to -keapt,hinsg

suug and tight at home till we got our Government
under way over here, and we’ t some work
for you to do before long; and matters and

things that we don’t send over any particular di-
:ﬁm::mt&yonmdtheﬂnbimt:m ' ,.ifpg
with and manage accordin to t dis
awgn. But you better be gettinyw forces
ready as fast as ible, for we may for "om at
any moment. :
y, and get cousin
of it. Get Mr. Marey

nt Joel to take
to | out the

ou better enlist the old Downing- |

: sort of uniform, and et m Cushing to
e avhop mm:"mnﬁ’of%umd ginger, 0

they ean’t be held back, but will be ready at a mo-

ment’s warning to ““mareh” and carry Democracy

all over Eurup, and Asha, and Afraky, and

b i e e i
ipt.—I don’t know e muss is.

and we may have to send over by the next steamer

for Bargeant Joel and his com; to come on.
The French Em has got frightened or mad
 about matters, I don’t know which, and has snubbed

Mr. Souley and forbid his settin afoot on his land.
Heturnadyhim right out of the doors of Franee,
and told him to go about his business somewhere
else. This was when Mr, Souley was on his way
home.to Spain from our Congress which we held
at Qastend ; for wo was very careful not to hold it

in France nor Spain nor England, so as not to stir |

upa muss with the Governments before it was
time. But Napoleon has been foolish enough to
{u“fhisfootinu,mdnwwe'vedlmodtbnthu

got to knock under and back out, or swell
thunder. :

In haste and some agitation, I remain your old
friend and Minister-Gineral at large,

) MAJOR JACK DOWNING.
e ——— C
Bavrimore, Wepxespay, Nov. 20.
To the Editors of the National Intelligencer :

GexrLemey : I sce by your Msue of to-day that there
8 o discussion between your correspondents ¢ Simois”
and Thymbrius” ss to the authorship of the **pretty
coneeit ' —

“ The conscious water saw its God and blushed.”

I take the liberty of suggesting that it is Dryden, and
not Crashaw, in all proper deference to the * Cyclopmdia
of English Lifernture,” which ascribes it to the latter.

It was one of the earliest, if not the first, indications of
talent given by Dryden, and occurred when he was quite
& youth. The marrisge in Cana of Gallilee, and the
striking miracie there performed by our Saviour, was the
subject selected by a tutor of a large class of which Dry-
den was a member, and the least promising of them all,
to write out the original suggestions made by it upon
their youthful minds. All wrote, and most of them
cleverly, and some elaborately. Dryden wrote—

Lympha modesta prospiciens Denm rubuit !

The conscious water saw its God and blushed!
e T ——

MIBCELLANEOUS.

Bruavarurrs o TAR Laxes.—The New York State
canals will be closed next week for the winter. Large
quantities of produce are on their wey from the Upper
Lake ports. We ascertain from the cloarances publisgad
in the Chicago and Milwaukie papers that there were up
to the 25th aflont and on the way to Duffalo 108,092
bushels wheat, 177,247 bushels corn, 62,216 bushels oats,
18,000 bushels bariey, and 4,800 bushels rye, making &
total of 456,256 bushels grain from those two ports, f!e-
sides, there is undoubtedly a considerable quantity afloat
from the ports of Racine, Waukegan, Kenosha, and
Sheboygant

Bxow.—A gentleman from the western part of New
York informs the Albany Register that snow fell at Me-
dina, Orleans county, on Baturday night last, to the depth
of fifteen inches. 'The sleighing was good there on Sun-
day, and the weather was cold and blustering.

Laxar Rewarp.—The Cavadian authorities have in-
oreated the rewards for Townsend and his gang so that
they amount in the aggregate to five thowsand dollers..

Ixpryyiry Revusgp.—On the last day of 'the session
of the Vermont Legislature a resolution passed the House
to pay a member for his overcoat, which had been stolen
during session hours ; but the Senate rejected it, on the
ground that it would be time enough for the State to pay
for the coat when it Lhad stolen it. -

DestrueTive Fine.—About $30,000 worth of property
wag destroyed by fire at Marietta (Geo.) on Saturday
last. The printing offices of both the Journal and the
Advocate were coneumed. Cherokee Hall, the Pattilo
Building, the Magonic Hall, and Wadsworth's store are
also in ruins.

Ax Appverion Casg.—Fextoy Prrems snd his wife
Jane were arrested at New Orleans last week by the
sheriff of the parish of Jefferson on the charge of having
abducted a boy named Denis Langton from the planta-
tion of his guardian, Mr. Pierre Bauvé, above Carroilton.
It appears that the boy is the heir of an estate of $30,000,
ond that Mrs, Peters is the only surviving sister of his
decensed mother. In casc of the boy's death she would
be the sole heir to the estate. They are to be examined
in Csmllton. where the alleged offence was committed.

Durrorasik Casuanry.—On Saturday evening last Mr.
Mordecai Thompson and Mr. Adol he‘ﬂun'ry started ina
small gail boat for Bay Monte for the purpose of hunting,
Nothing was heard of them afterwards until yesterday
afternoon, when their lifeless bodies were found near
Choctaw lighthouse. Strange as it may seem, the boat
from appearances drifted sshore upright and the two
joung men lylng in her. The supposition is that they
ost their sail, and, having no resource but to trust to the
waves, lay down to awnit the issue, in which condiiicn
they froze to death.—Mobile Tridune, 22d ultimo.

Srave Teapw oN e EasterN Coast or APRicA.—An
arrival at New York has o report stating that the barque
Afton, Archer, last from Cope Lopez nnd Rabenda, put
into 8t. Helena for more men, bound to the Mozambique
Channel. She reported eight hundred negroes on the
caonst, the owners offering twenty thousand dollars to car-
ry them to the island of Cuba, {reight to be paid by a
house in New York.

A Nopre Aor.—Gronag Bracn, Esq., of Hartford, (Ct.)
has erected a fine brick building in that city, comprising
twelve comfortable tenements, which he designates
“ House for Widows ;" being intended for the comfort
and sccommodation of women who have been deprived of
the means of support by logs of husbands, &e. This
building he has put in the hands of Trustees for that
purpose, merely requiring of each tenant the nominal sum
of 10 o year, which is to pay repairs, insurance, and
taxes. It is already filled with that class of persons, and
Mr. Bench is receiving, in the blessings of the “ widow
and fatherless,” o groater haypiness than is derived from
fat dividends.—New Haven Register.

Tur S8rconp Apvexr Peorir still continue strong in
the faith, and their meetings at Salem and elsewhere in
Now England continue with unabated interest, with no
falling off of the numbers in attendance. Events have not
cceurred precisely as was expected, and some argue that
the end wiil not be until next spring. Remarking upon
an argument of that kind, Elder Cummings, in an article
in the “ Morning Light,'' & paper Fubﬁshm.l at Concord,
(N. H.) closes with the following singular exhortations :

Brethren, take not one step back to Egypt, neither put off
the coming of the Lord to “wect spring,” but continue to go
out te meet the ' Bridegroom.” JFinsh up the work that is to
be done as fust as you can, that you may be ready to bo pre-
sented before the Father blamelesa—Salem Journal,

Dapavrur Accroexr reoM Canviys.—Several mem-
bers of the family of Major Israel Pierson, of West Bloom-
field, (N. J.) were shoe injured on Tuesday evening
by the bursting of a lamp containing burning fiuid. The
lamp was standing in the middle of the table and the
family seated around when the explosion occurred. One
little girl, nine years old, died the next morning from
the effeots of ber burns. Another older danghter is so
muoh injured as to render her recovery uncertain. The
mother and a little boy are also considerably burnt. The
particular reason for the explosion was that the wick had
dropped out of one of the tubes down into the lamp, and
the gas which was thus allowed to pass vp through the
open tube was ignited from the flame of the other, which
wns burning. These ““gccidents” will always happen
08 long as this explosive mixture is used.

Accrorst ox riy Ouio Rammroan.—During Wednesday
night a collision took place on the Baltimore and Ohio
Railroad, at a point a few miles west of Martinshurg, be-
tween o passenger train from Wheeling for Baltimore and
n coal train going West, which resulted in considerable
damage to the locomotives and cars. The baggage, mail,
and smoking cars were injured to such an extent that the
train was compelled to proceed to Daltimore without them,
after a detention of six hours, The cause of the ccllision
is attributuble to the coal train being run out of time, ,

The Indinuapolis papers state that a wagon load of the
notes of the gomk Banks were returned one day lust
week upon the Auditor of the State of Indiana.

The coal beds of East Tennessee aro beginning to ex-
cite attention nod interest. They are located on the line
of the Nashville and Chattanooga Railroad. The coal is
bituminous and of & soft texture.

The Rockville (Md.) Journal says the growing wheat
looks promising, Nearly all has been guanoed liberally.
A large crop is anticipated.

The locomotives passing through the neighborhood of
uni:n. Ohio, are obliged to blow their whistles till they
‘get out of the woods, in order to keep the deer off the
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SATURDAY, DECEMBER 2, 1854,

THE WAR.

Intelligence by the last mails from Europe con-
firms us in the opinion that the war is to extend over
several eventful campaigns. The date of its close
seems to us further removed and its results less
distinetly foreshown than at the commencement of
military operations last spring. This very Crimean
expedition, in many respects the most stupendous
exhibition of national strength that the world has
witnessed, operating upon that distant theatre, al-
most without the bounds of civilization, with a well-
appointed militury foree of one hundred and fifty
thousand men, secompanied with an ample and per-
fect materiel of corresponding maguitude, the whole
conveyed and supported by the most numerous and
powerful navies that have ever. been collected for
the accomplishment of warlike ends—this Crimean
expedition, wasteful as it is of human life and na-
tional treasure, far from conquering the pence that
is desired, will, it is to be feared, only render that
peace of more remote and difficult attainment. The
efforts of the Allics are met by corresponding efforts
on the part of the Emperor of Russia; equality is
restored, and the immense disasters of this conflict

of giants in the Crimea will not be followed by

those conclusiv: ¢rn:equences which might be ex-

pected frou: lwwllo combatants with inferior
moans. T!  cxpenditires of this campaign, vast as
they are, wi | not =l st either party; the result,
however suc: -ful .nd glorious for one, will not

be overwhelming and decisive of the war as to
the other. )

If Sebastopol be taken, a heavy blow indeed will
have been inflicted upon Russia. But it will not
be a disabling and mortal blow. Her right arm
for offensive warfere will have been struck down
and temporarily palsied ; the means Inboriously
amassed for the pursuit of- her traditional policy of
external aggrandizement and of aggression upon
Turkey will be lost, and the further accomplish-
ment of that poliey adjourned perhaps to iliustrate
the reign of a successor of the actual Czar, DBut
the solid granite body of the Russian Empire will
be unweakened, its vast defensive resources will not
be materially diminished. The vis inertie of the
Russian Lmpire, distiuﬁiahing it from all contem-
porary empires, and which it owes perhaps even
less. to its immense yet compact dimensions and
its dense musses of population than to its slightly
advanced civilization ss compared with other Huro-
pean nations, will, we apprehend, be found in-
vincible by the utmost efforts of the Allies. The
haughty Czar, conscious of his strength, confident
in the future; wounded but not struck down, dis-
comfited upon his frontiers but not conquered, will
retire into the interior, repelling the conditions
of peace offered by the Allies as peremptorily and
indignantly after his armies shall have been de-
feated (if they are defeated) in the Crimea, upon
the Danube, and on the Pruth, as he does now, as
he did six months ago. Confining himself, within
his own dominions, to the very formidable and
comparatively slightly exhaustive operations of de-
fensive warfare, he will wait till the exhaustion or
rveverses of tho Allies shall have restored that equali-
ty of position which will tuke from his acceptance
of reasonable conditions of peace the appearance of
compulsion, which his pride will not brool’ and
which his power rejects. '

Nor may we doubt for an instant that chivalrie
France and glorious old England, with her in-
domitable energy, her stubborn perseverance, and
her national pride, founded on centuries of great
achievements, will, whatever the result of the
Crimean expedition, pursne yet for several cam-
poigns the ends sought to be accomplished by
the present war. If Scbastopol falls this year,
Sweaborg must fall next year, and Cronstadt the
next, till all the accessible agents of Russian ag-
grandizement, her maritime commerce, her fleets,
her sea-ports, her whole naval powér actually exist-
ing, shall be destroyed. Then, probably, if the
civilization of Russia were advanced to the swwe
point with that of France and England, the ends
and the end of the war would be attained. The
Allies would be able to dictate conditions of peace.

Neither France nor England could bear this iso-
lation, the stoppage of all commercial intercourse
with other nations. Modern civilization, with its
arts, manufactures, and commerce, has produced for
them such intimate and extensive relations with
the rest of the world—relations upon which the
comfort, the materinl well-being, it may be almost
said the daily existence, of all classes of their popu-
Iation depend—thatit may be confidently asserted a
fearful social revolution would inevitably attend one
year's exclusion from intercourse with the family
of nations. Not so with Russia. Doubtless a strict
blockade of the whole Russian sea-coast, stopping
totally all maritime intercourse with other nations,
would produce in Russia a certain degree of discom-
forv and suffering. The comparatively small mer-
cantile class would suffer most; the nobles would
have to dispense with some articles of Parisian
luxury to which they are now accustomed; but it
may be questioned whether the happiness and ma-
terial well-being, such as it is, of nine-tentbs of the
Russian population would be injurionsly affected to
any perceptible extent by such exclusion., It may
well be doubted whether the civilized Powers them-
selves, whose navies would effect this blockade,
would not even more suffer, by the privation of the
raw materials which they had been accustomed to
draw from Russia as aliment for their manufactures,
than Russia from her inability to sell them We
have indeed recently met, and from an English
source, with an argument to this effect on this very
point. The writer was opposed to the adoption of
measures by the Allies to prevent the export from
Prussian neutral ports of raw materials of Russian
origin, arguing that the total suppression of this
trade woald operate mare to the injury of England
herself than to that of Russia,

The war was too hastily, if not unnccessarily,
entered upon by all parties, and has aiready been at-
tended by incidents which, had they been distinetly
foreseen, or even doubtfully anticipated, would have
prevented the kindling of the conflagration which is
now raging. Who can doubt that if the Czar had
foreseen that the resumption last year of his ag-
gressive policy upon Turkey would have induced
the formidable alliance of France and Eogland

naval power of Russia which has been built up and
fostered with so much care and expense, and which
had become of such fine promise, he would have
postponed to a more convenient season the fatal
mission of Prince MeNscuixorr to Constantinople ?
And the Allies themselves, in their pride of power,
did not calculate with sufficient exactess the re-
sistent forces of their enemy, which, when the com-
paratively easy task of preventing his advance and
of driving him back from the Principalities into
his own limits should be accomplished, would en-
able bim to resist indefinitely their utmost cfiorts
at total subjugation, sud prevent for many yeurs, if
not forever, the imposition upon him of humiliating
terms of peace. They counted also with too much
confidence upon the co-operation of Austria and the
rest of Germany in o war having for its pro-
fessed object the limitation of the power and hu-
miliation of a grasping neighbor, from whom the
interests of Austrin especially, and of Gormany
geaerelly, have much to apprehend. The Allies
forgot that if Austria and Germany have much to
fear from Russia, they have also, in another view of
their relations, much to hope from her ; and they
did not sufficiently consider that if the danger to be
apprehended by Germany from Russia be real, it is
also remote ; while the advantages secured by un-
interrupted friendly relations and alliance with the
Czar are pressing, instant, and of equally vital
import. But we shall not now take occasion to
state our views touching the position of the German
States with respect to the war. At present we have
only to say that the Allies can count now with no
more confidence than herctofore upon active Ger-
man eo-operation in hostilities ngainst Russia. If
Austrin and the other German States are making
warlike preparations upon a scale of unusunl mag-
nitude, it is, we believe, solely with the view to be
able to command, under all possille cireumstunces,
respect from the belligerent Powers of that neu-
trality from which they will not depart, except in
‘the last extremity.

As intimated in the beginning of these remarks,
our last advices from Europe show that both Russia
and the Allies ave resolved that, whatever be the
rosult of the great conflict now waging in the
COrimea, defeat shall not dishearten, but shall only
serve to inspirit them to greater exertion for the
recovery next spring of the ground that may be lost
during the present campuign. Reinforcements are
daily sailing from the southérn ports of France for
the army of the Crimea; ships from the late Baltic
fleet and numerouns transports of the merchant
marine are hastening to the Black Sea, laden with
provisions, munitions of war of all sorts, and regi-
ments of all arms, numbering, it is asserted, 20,000
men. A portion of the army of occupation of
Greece hag already gone, and that which has been
for some years oceupying Rome is said to be under
orders for the same destination. England on her
side is despatching from seven to ten thousand ad-
ditional troops ; and Russia, it scems, from the last
despatch of Gen. CaNroBert, has already esta-
blished the numerical superiority before Sebastopol,
which, despite the gallantry and skill of the Allies,
which none ean appreciate. more highly than our-
selves or more sincerely admire, may yet drive them
with ruin, though not with dis , from the cn
terprige they have perhaps rashly undertaken.

A TEUE FOREIGN POLICY.

We have nowhere, or at any time, seen the po-
licy which should govern our public counsels in
regard to foreign affairs laid down more justly
and wisely, or more’ clearly and concisely, than we
find it in the annexed brief passage of Governor
MANNING'S recent Message to the Logislature of
South Carolina. Happy wonld it be for the honor
of our country, as well as for its highest interest, if
these sentiments could become universal and ever
form the. rule and guide of our National Govern-

i THE EXTRACT.

‘¢ As a constituent part of the American Confederate
Repablic, the existing nspect of our foreign relations is
a mstter of deep interest, nnd réquires from you watch-
fulness and solicitude. The laws of comity which re-
gulate the intercourse of nations, n disereet and sound
policy towards ourselves, and the good faith to be ob-
served in maintaining the terms of treaties, should make
this nation carefully avoid both the reality and ap-
pesrance of attempting, directly or indireetly, to grasp
any portion of foreign dominion. Whatever can be effect-
ed that is desirable for the country to achicve, by open
tresty, with a distinet and separate Power, is a question
of policy alone, to which there can be no objection; but
beyond this the Government has no right to go, whether
through the agency of unlawfu! enterprises at home or
indisﬁect and anomalous ministerial interference abroad.”

Mazor Downing.—We bad lost'sight of our
old friend Major Jack DowniNa so long, and were
so completely ignorant of his whereabouts, that we
had began seriously to apprehend that he had fallen
a vietim to some distant and perilous expedition in
the service of the Government when our anxiety
was happily relieved by the receipt from him of the
copy of the Report to the PRESTDENT which is in-
serted in this morning’s Intelligencer. We confess,
however, that the chief matter of his report sur-
prised us almost as much as the hearing from him
gratified us. We had seen many references in the
publie papers to a “Conference of American Am-
bassudors in Burope,” and even that the  witima-
tum " of the Confercnce had been forwarded to the
President by the hands of our Consul at Puris, who
arrived here a few weeks ago. But, notwithstanding
all this, and even a quasi recognition of fhe thing
by our official paper, the Union, the novelty and im-
probability of it were &o at varianee with all precedent
in our history, and all necessity or likelihood in our
political systom, that we gave the story no eredence,
supposing it to have been fabricated by some of the
presses which deal in marvels and live on public ex-
citement; when the letter of Maj. DownixG reached
us and gave reality to what wo had deemed an in-
genicus fiction. The transaction presents matter
for grave comment; but as wo shall in so few days
have from the PRESIDENT himself, in his commu-
nication to Congress, an exposition of this, with
other matters of public coneern, we will reserve till
then any farther remarks.

NORTH CAROLINA SENATORS.

Our’ readers are alceady aware that the Hon. Davip 8.
Re and the Hon, Asa Bioas have been elected to the
Sennte of the United Stotes, the former for the short
term and the latter to sucoeed Mr. Bancen. The Whigs
of the Houge paid a merited tribute to the publie services
and personal worth of the Hon. D. M. Barrixce® in sup-
porting him for the vacancy, and to those exalied abilities
and that devotion to the interests of the State that so
pre-eminently distinguish Mr. Bancer in endorsing his
Senatorial eareer.—Raleigh Register,

L]

It is stated that Mr, Srrawg, the Mormon leader of
Benver Island, is elected to the Legislature of Michigan,

The whole Mormon force voted for Mr. Prok, the onmly
Demoorat elected to Congress from that State.

BOMETHING YET TO BE BETTLED.

In the speech of Gen. Cass, lately published,
there were severe striotures upon the course of some
of the Southern presses, and the Charleston Mer-
cury takes up the pen to combat “a few points”
in the specch. 1In the first place, it utterly repu-
diates the idea that slavery possesses no * motive
power,” and can only go by virtue of special legis-
lation into the Territories. It will not admit that
slavery in the United States is to be judged by de-
cisions based upon the common law of England. Sla-
very exists (the Mercury contends) in this country
under circumstances altogether peculiar and anoma-
lous, to which such decisions can have no applica-
tion. It is mot furbidden but recognised in the
Constitution of the United States.

The Mercury scouts the idea ofgg municipal law
being necessary before slavery can enter the Terri-
tories as inconsistent with the eqnality and sover-
ciguty of the States. There can be no sovercignty
or equality with a diserimination against the slave
Btates. As the Democracy, therefore, have still o
tangled question to decide among themselves be-
fore they can plead a nationality beyond that of
the Whigs, it way be but just and proper that the
Mereury be allowed to state its own views in its
own language, so that the Democracy of the North
may read and understand the matter under consid-
eration, ;

PROM THE CHARLRSTON MERCURY.

If the South for a moment aceepts such doctrine, she
ebandons the vital idea of Democratic faith and the very
essence of ber politioal rights. The proposition sdvanced
by Gen. Cass is no novelty in itself, but it is a fact full
of significance when it is beralded as good Democratic
doctrine by the lender of that y%g.r_gy in the West. If
shows how much Democratic faich has swerved from its
old line at the North, aud to what depths of humilistion,
concession, and reeresncy the champions must stoop to
appesse the ery of abolition; that befure its fearful
awell the most saered principles mnst fall, even one so
glorious in its conception and so noble in its history as
the equality and sovereigaty of the States. And, more
than all, it reveals to the South the startling fact that her
allies at the North, long and often weakened by their
own enbmission, ‘'nnd now overwhelmed by the tempest,
are compelled to whittle down still more her diminished
rights and to abandon her to her fate. It is another of
the many and bitter experiences written in the history
of the'last thirty years, all illustrating one memorable
truth, that a people who ‘shrink from the bold mainte-
nance of their own cause can never have faithful allies;
they are indeed unworthy of them.

But Gen. Cass, in his zeal on this suhject, makes a
statement which will no doubt astonish the Southern
members who voted for the Nebraska bill.  He says:

# livery man, and the South almost as one man, voted

for them. Every man who voted to give to those Territo-
rieg the power to legislate over sluvery, to introduce or
to exclude it at pleasure, knew full well that he was giv-
ing to the Legisiutures of these Territories, who would
not congider themseives probibited by the Constitution,
an authority which would be exercised to the letter, and
that the fute of slavery, as an institution in the couvntry,
would depend ou their action, or rather would depend om
Aty dntraduction by them, es without swch introduction it was
ezcluded by the absence of any local law maintaining it.”
. This is certainly a new feature in the case. * What!
Southern men sustain a bill, believivg and knowing that
by it they were thus eacrificing the South, forever shut-
ting slavery out of Kansas and Nebraska, and placing
upon our front the stamp ef inequality and degradation!
Is this the bill, this the principle, which so united the
South in what they believed fair and constitutional, but
which, according to Gren. Cass, is the vilest swindle? It
is not possible that Southern men conld have acted with
such perfidy or imbecility. They never dreamed that
slavery, under this bill, could not enter Nebraska or
Eanses until admitted by Freescil squatters; but they
believed that these Territories were to bein fact what they
were proclaimed, ¢ fabulz rasa,”” upon which the institu-
tions and habits of every section of the country might
freely imprees themsclves. Gen. Cass, in making the above
statement, has utterly falsified the position of the South.
They never did, and, unless rendy at ouce to give up the
cause of right and honor, cever will, accept of suoch & con-
struction. It has been wrung from this bill to appease
the fury of finaiielsm by men regardless of truth to-
wards the opinions of Southern members or justice to
the South,

i

NO PLATFORM !

For the first time since the adoption of the
Resolutions of 1798-"90 have the leaders of the
Virginia Democracy shown signs of fainting or fal-
tering. Annually, and sometimes semi-annually,
the creed of the “Indomitables” was proclaimed
to the faithful of the State and to the world at
large with no hesitating or doubtful tone, but with
the boldness and fervor of the old Romans who
directed the councils. Never within our recollection has
there been a failure to proclaim the incomprehensible
truths which every body was expected to understand bet-
ter than their authors. It was in vain thatr Mr. Mapisoy
gave them a peaceful and a conservative interpreta-
tion ; whenever the Democratic power was to be called
‘“to arms” the old platform was put forward, and the
sturdy believers were called upon to see that not a plank
was out of place nor a splinter subtracted. By degrees
additional timbers were added, some of them shaped with-
out axe or hammer as far north as Baltimore, and the
whole structure was looked upon and admired as the very
Sknastoror or Democracy.

Alas! that there should now be signs of doubt or
symptoms of davger! The Richmond Enquirer gravely
and even seriously counsels that there shall be no decla~
ration of principles ax the Convention which is to come
off at Staunton on Thurtday noxt! It fears division and
distraction. Tt is its ** deliberate conviction that the
¢ Staunton Convention will determine the destiny of the
¢ Democratic party in Virginia; will settle, for long years
¢ to come, the problem of its continued ascendaucy or its
¢ overthrow nnd banichment from power ["

This is a subject of end and sorrowful contemplation.
With much veneration for 80 auncient and mogs-covered an
institution ns that of the Virginia Democracy, we csunot
look upon this sombre picture, deawn by the skilful pen-
cil of the Enquirer, without something of emotion; aud
we must obtrude go far apon the grief of our worthy con-
temporaries ns to ask when it was that the *“ unterrified”
sovereigns of Virginia gave up their desting to a political
Sanhedrim such ns that about to assemble at Staunton t
If every thing really ‘¢ depends upon the motion of the
Staunton Convention,” how is it that the people them-
selves have been allowed to koow nothing of their im-
mirent danger until the very latest moment ? -

But we have at length discovered the bitter ingrodient
in the Democratic cup. The Whigs have not preserved

tant movements on the political chess-board. It is that
mischiovous organization and their impated allies that
have been disturbing the peace of mind of the gentlemen
offthe Enquirer. * We wish (say they, in the very bitter-
* ness of deprecation) the Demoeracy of Virginia could
¢ witness the delight and exultation with which their
¢ feuds are contemplated by their adversaries, whether
¢ they be the Whigs of this State, the Know-Nothings of
¢ Massachusetts, or the Abolitionists of Ohio.”

Well, this is cortainly a bad etate of things: but the
Whig grimaces cannot be very general, nor their exulta- |
tion very loud, if the good people out of the precinots of
Richmond have not had eyes to sce or cars to hear. But
we have respeot for the sorrows of the disconsolate, and
must feorbear even o smile on the ocoasion, awaiting
the current of events with all the grace and patience at
our command,

F. M. Brisrow was recently elected s Representsative
in Congress fram the third district of Kentneky, to sup.
ly the vacanoy caused by the death of the Hon. Prester
WING.

FROM THE ISLAND OF CUBA.

CORRESPONDENCE OF THE NEW ORLEANS TRUE DELTA.
Havaxa, Novenses 15, 1854.

I gave you a few lines by the United States war steamer

Princeton, since which we have had no extraordinary ex-

citement. Gen. Mavzawo left this port on the steamer

Don Jusn of Austris for the east end of the island, te

visit Baracoa and to superintend the proceedings sgainst
the captured schooners, officers, crews, snd passengers
implicated in the recent introduction of arms at that
point. This officer is also charged with the investigation
of suudry violations of the treaty between England and
Spain for the suppression of the slave trade, by intre-
ductions which have been made of Africans st Nuewvas
Graodes and other near points, which have been publialy
disposed of in the city of Nuevitas. A cargo of four hun-
dred and forty was introduced ot the first named place
about three weeks since, and two or three smalier lots
have been since entered and distributed. One cargo of
six hundred, whicl it was supposed the Government had
secured on the south side, proves without foundation, as
the negroes had been divided upon estates, where it was
impogsible to trade them, and some few aged snd sick
only have been found.

MoxToro, the citizen of New Orleans who is now held
in prisou' here under suspicion of being the murderer of
Castaneds, will have to remain g0 uatil the Government
are well nssured of his innocence. The neting Conesul,
W H. Roserrsoy, who hes the samo power for nctiom
in this onse that he could have if clothed with fui/ exe=
quater suthorization as Consul, has done all that could
Iul done in the premises to urge epeady investigation and
release.

MonToro took from the Spanish Consul at New Orleans
a passport a8 a Spanish subject, under which be came to
Havana, and he must abide the  There is
nothing of Kosita in the matter, and action for his pro=
tection as un Awmerican citizen is cut off by hisown im=
prudence: it is met @ outrance by his own tion to
the contrary.

The exequater of Consul does not give any diplomatie
rights or powers in Cuba; but I am bhsppy to say that,
through the intelligence and jndustry of our countrymsa
in his acting capacity, no interest of the country or its
citizens has been neglested ; on the contrary, more
information hag been fardished the Btates and more lae
bor performed in the months of the present incum!
than are embraced by the years since the administration
of Gen. Camprpers; proof of which your members of
Congress or others Interested moy make by n vicit to the
consular hureau at Washington. Col. Roperrsox is fae
miliar with the language, familiar with the people and
their peculiar habits, st all times a courteous gentleman,
and in consequence is always listened to with most re-
spectful attention by the Captain-General, and his slight.
est requests promptly attended to. Heisat this moment
oceupied with matters of importance to our growing steam
commercial marine and other interests, which will on-
doubtedly yield favorable results under the just conside~
ration and business habits of Gen. Joss pE 1y CoNema 3
and it is the hope here that, as the office does no more pay
for political aspiration and * love of conntry,” he may be
let alone. :

I haud you n paper herewith which is rather suspi-
ciou, and if all is to be ns therein declared we shall have
n season of warm work, I have seen go mary of these
formidable documenta thet when the wolf really comes I
shull probably be taken by surprize. In this connexion I
am informed that thers will ke ¢ pronunsinmentos” against
Spanish rale at four or five poiats of the island on Sume
day next, which is a double feast day, being the “ Saint
Day” of our Queen, to be celebrated at the palace with
“beea manes,” o grand parade, inspection und review of
troops, and throughout the country by divallegiance! I
should think there was something in the matter, a screw
or two loose somewhere, from the movements noticeable
with the various wireworkers and cliques who love Cuba
for their own interests, and the preparation which is
quietly heing made at the arsenals and shops for services
in the interior or at the east, as the exigenoies of the pub-
lic peace may require.  If there isany movement we shall
know it by the 22d or 23d, or in time for advice by next
stenmers s

Evening.—The steamer not having arrived, I am com-
pelled to notice the reports which have been through the
dsy circulated among us, ss I believe, to mislead those
who may bave in charge truthful advice to the people of
the Southwest of the United States, and to give color to the
correspondence may go to New Orleans. |

The Governor of Trinidad is eaid to be in srrest in this
city, which I presume is true, but the couse is for per-
mitting in his district the viclation of the laws in relation
"to the introduction of Africans. It has been made the
foundation of & story of revolution in * Vilia Clars’” and
the neighbioring country, * in which the soldiors have fra-
ternised with the people,” &o., in which I have not, a8
yet, the least confidence. We have also reported that
twenty five Creoles have been shot at Bavasos, which is
nuticipating the possible action of * Gen. Manzano.™ It
seems to me a story for the purpose of working upon the
Creole mind for some other notion which may be serietse
ly eontemplnted. By the next steamer the certainty of
these things may be determined, and I trust no persons
may be misled in the mean time. The city snd defences
at lavana ot the present moment may have near three
thousand effective troops, which, in two or three weeks,
should there be demand for reinforcements in the coune
try, will be reduced to about two thousand. The troo
of the island are in a good state of discipline and dri
but very short of the complement intended for its de=
fence—probably of regular troops, effective for field ser-
vioe, not over eleven thousand men. The sppurtenances
and munitions of war are abundant.

[The scizure of the American schooners at Baracos is
represented to have been suggested by the discovery of
a letter written in cipher by u fillibuster in New York to
one at Daracos, which was opened by the Spanish offi
cinls, a8 the Cuban to whom the letter was addressed was
o suspected party, who had beeu pardoned for having
been engaged in the Lopez expedition. This lotter stated
that these schooners were freighted with munitions of
war, and hence the search and seizure. One of the schooms
ers, the Charles T. Smythe, as slready stated, has beem
released, but the John G. White will probubly be confis-
cated. Two of her passengers, Mr. Lacoste and Me.
John H. Felix, were in prison at last dates.]

FROM PANAMA.

The Panama (New Grenanda) Ster of the 4th instant
cautions leiter writers in the United States, who send
letters for Padama and other parts of the Pacific coast,
except Californin, to, prepay the postage, or else their
letters will not be forwarded. So with letters from those
points to the United Btates.

The same poper mentions that the West Indin mail
stenmer took news from Australis (via Callao and Pans-

'ma) of one month’s later dates than those reccived by

other routes. The Star thinks the advocates of the Pae
cific route to Australia should not overlook this fact.

The editor describies o trip he made over the Isthmus,
between Panama and Aspinwall, and comes to the com-
clusion that there has been great exaggeration in regard
to the difficulties and dangers of the route. He found
the railroad under fine progress, and portions of it in use
were in geod condition. It is expected that the road
will be opened through by January or February. The
difficulties in its construction are very great in conse-
quence of o heavy shower of rain about noon every day
during what {s called the rainy season. Aspinwall is stated
to be quite an enterprising business town, and, whem
the railroad i2 completed, will be one of the most thriving
places on the southern coast.

their gravity and wonted decorum in view of the impor- [

Brnsriza or A Gas Msrer.—On Mon afternoom,
about half-past three, the gas meter in l.hd:{nildi_n be-

longiog to the Manhnettan Gas Company at New ‘fnk
burst with a tremendous noise, totally demolishing the
building and scattering the materials in every direction.
A large number of workmen were in the building, clean~
ing out the burnt rabbich from the fire on the 21st instant,
but providentially all escaped unburt with the exeeption
of one man uamed Samuel Gordon, who had both his legs
broken by the falling of the walls. He was removed to
the hospital, where he lies in a oritical condition.

Tux Exgue axn tnm Owr.—The Valley Whiy gives am
aecount of a despernte fight, not longsince, near Amster-
dam, Bottetourt county, Virginia, between nu eagle and
an owl. The eagle had seized upon the ow!, but found his
prey too weighty to be earried off, and in the scuille the
owl ru“u:l:h his elsta:]:: the ’s thigh, and beld his
enemy 0 1 83 to make it impoasible for him to escape.
Whilevin this condition a gentleman passing by, hearing
the scuffle, approached and easily coptured both the com~
batants. The owl was one of the largest of Lis species,
and the engle measured over six foet across the wings.

Guxxiwe AcotpeNr.—As John Andrews, of T
&.ultl.b& aged sixteen years, was bunting squirrels with
er on Tharsday, while passivg through some
bushes the lock of his gun got caught by a twig and the
gun was dise the contents entering Lis ride in the
region of the heart and causing his immediste desth.
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